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a us Greetings Fevtow Amateurs and WL? bs, | 


Cares Agter many Candbbean DX-peditions . wand wen Hi 000 QS0's, it was felt some of you may 
be interested in the places of eae  eetoaaee Ue problems, costs, etc., anda 
wh bat of personal background. © 
oe Since being "Licenced" W2TMI in 1947 ‘and then K2FI, dt was very difficult to under- 
Po heen wha} there were no pile-ups when I sent COQ using those exotic calls! So, in 1968 
 whike on a Caribbean ermise with XYL Ann, we stopped at Curacao and I operated PI3CC at 
— Chet's Conak CLL45 Monee. You wouldn't Bereeve the pike-ups with that cakt! It wads 40 
nice to be wanted, | 
i After being, elected ab a Town Assosson on the Rapubhici slate, it was found that the 
part-time income could be appkied to the pursuit of my hobby, Amateur Radio, Plans were 
“made and Licenses obtained for a "SOLO" DX-cursion. In my case, DX operating and a wife 
ane not compatible. 1. did feet a but hogan but this was nutcery overcome by thoughts 
| of the prke-ups ! bol 
| The antenna used for ake these Lips was a Hustler Newtronics 4BTV trap vertical, with 
—nodiaks, ‘and a top mounted RM-75 mobile Loading cosh unit for 75 meters. The first trand- - 
Cher used was the SBE-34, then a Swan 270B, and finally a Yaesu FT-101B. With encourage- 
ment ae Rakph, WIHGT; Stow, WIBB; and Bob, WAZMRZ to go 160 meters, I nekuctantly spent 
over $700 for a FI-101B. This, together with Ancneased ain fares, was a bit painful, to 
Asay the Least. For 160 meters, an Inverted "V" was used, 35 feet up. 
And now to those beautiful islands in the Caribbean. 


K2FI/KV4 - Operation for several days on Sti. Thomas, uS Virgin Tafands. Had pleasant : 
MD VAs with Chanence, KV4AB; Les, KU4EY5: “anit Dick, KV4AA, 


PVA - “BUL - Likense Cost $5. “See CO Juky 1972, page 76. SURO eae BY a cae ED ae 
; Keten a bouncing nide on a boat called the "Bomba Changer", I arrived at West End, 
Tortola, British Virgin Tskands. Across the bay was Frenchman Cay, where operations 
took place. The 4BTV was strapped to an upper floor nailing. With a rental Land 
Rover, much of the tsland was seen, with all its yachting marinas. Several British 
amateurs were visited. Tortola {dove island), the main islands, 4s mountainous, but 
has beautiful beaches. One, Long Bay Beach, <6 where Ed, WB&LSD and Lavy, WABRXU 
_ hecently operated VPZVBW. On my third tnip, a very intenesting SCUBA dive was made 
“on a neek off Peter Island, BVI. This was a wonderful expertence, and 44 another 
i Antenest of mine, while nesting from the pile-ups. Saw many potsonouds bkack, spiny 
ee Sea urchins. Just Like pin cushions. Breaking them open with your knife allows you 
to view the beautifsul-colored fish feeding on the urchins. The Last operation was 
“made 4xom the Colonial Manon Hotel at Paraquita Bay. An ideal site, with the sea on 
te and no mountains blocking the path to the States. Three operating trips were 
@ a VPZVAN. nk : 


PISO - D gihe Eustatius - Louahoe Netherland Antilles. License cost $8 U.S. - See OST 
"August 1972, page 97. This 4b a beautiful, green 4skand, in what the Dutch call the 
Windward LsLands . Maps Show them as in the Leeward Tsfand. group. Regardless, the 
_ people ane most <riendly. ‘Blessed with trade winds, the cLimate is very comfortable. 

wh, Two operations took place from the Government Guest House in Onanjestad, with the. 

fe Ce vertical mounted on a high cistern. One day a wedding took place in the Lounge, 40 

vena) 0K wonk came to a halt for a couple hours. Eustatius was not well known on the ain, 

Ce a onky 3 other known operators have ever transmitted from this 8.1 4q. mile island. 

ane - Commercial communications ane availabke through the Lands Radio Office. My friend 

ea —Cank Lijfrock is in charge. On one visit, my Son, daughter and 1 alimbed to the sum- — 

Ree and into the enaten of an extinet volcano called "The Quitt” (pit) . This quiescent 

volcano can be seen fx0m many miles away and identifies ", totia" . h interest 4 nk oe 
the , 1 en ae some free diving with an islander. Last) yisit, Tao Lobster were 

| oe 1-1/2 hours of viewing the bya 7 

wt 3 trip took place from a ee hom ra 


donated de cane sd eke An Benak Code practice SesSLONS were yi etd, 
a PI5 on two will be active from Statia in the near pcee: OM 
three Uh ferent Pups to St. Eustatius . i 


PIES - Fon the Oct. 73 CQ WW SSB Contest, ipo was ibvel to 7 Piceoastle: Sint 
Maarten. This 46 another of the Northern pipenetnrt jaa in a eae Dhne 


iskand wheue he operated as FGQAFA/FS7. We operate 
the same frequency and same island, but, with ote 


vP2EEC - Anguilla. License cost $25 U.S. (This chang 

~ Canibbean countries). This flat, 35 sq. mile island 
volcanic. debris. Some rich sot grows cabbage, conn an 
sorb. It gets very Little rainfall and aud, ‘The ge 
the UK and 45 run by Her Magesty's Commissioner. — The site eh $e th 
was Maunday's Bay Beach. Paul & Vera Randall operate a wonderful cottage set-up ‘on a 
remote but beautiful beach. Sea shells abound, and Some Range ones were obtained Akin 
diving. There is no corak to Antengene with | ‘Auonming . Just sand, shells, and that 
enystak clear water! No power mains are avaikable, 40 a 4-1/2 KW diesek generator ae 
Aupplied power for the entire operating period of 9 days. Paul was very helpful in 
assisting with the vertical antenna erection on the sand beach, and my 160 meter in 
The cottages are on the beach & while talking with the many stations the sur ean b 
heard only 60 feet away. The view of Maunday's Bay is magnificent! Even with the 
Aneconvenience of diesel generator maintenance and the high cost of fuel, this was 
truky the most wonderful place I have found for DX operating. The 3 abundant meaks 
provided, the cooperation and 4rtenddiness of the Randall's, the climate, choseness af 
the sea, al added up to the greatest holiday 1 have ever enjoyed. AS (0% operating, 
1 arrived hak{-way thru the CQ WPX SSB Contest. After 5 days of ‘constant pile-ups, my 
vodee went bad. Medication was needed for a very sone throat. CW was then used. The 
Europeans were wild about working VP2E- Anguilla. One very embarrassing thing occurred 
During one stretch 0f SSB operation 1 found I was getting eae ‘neports but couldn't 
gkve out anything over SI on S2.. That is until I discovered the 200B RF Attenuaton was 


oh 


Nostty Gone ib See 
is associated with 


IN! Sorry. New rig you know. On 160 meters 57 QS0's were made. Heavy QRN. New 
country for many. My thanks to Vince, PI7VL and Hud, KSJZN Lee eee me to hse 
wonderful place - Maunday's Bay Beach Resort, ne 


A short note now negarding the Bible verses Seen on my os ones. ‘Boe a ae ‘beheenes 
that a Supreme Being had to ereate such a wonderful Universe and the Life in xt, I felt At 
proper and good that we think more on these things. In reading the Bible, it was found that 
there 48 an Eternal Life after our bodily death. God, the Creator, has given us the way 05: 
Sane. Life; that 4s to believe and follow Jesus Christ. i eee dt out. 1 5 40 es. Ampon~ 


tant. 


Some personal notes. I neside ona canal near Burhaho ee 500. a Dong ike, ae 
doubLe-zepp and beam. Work as a TV broadcast eng. and born in '27. QCWA #7309 Niagara 
Frontier Chapter. Member Soctety of Winekess Pioneers. FOManen, aol an oe eae 
Marine during and after ww2, Also US Aumy-K2USA, — ae ‘ eee ge 

Thanks fon the QSL cand/s. 14'S nice to confirm the idtand/s foie You. Ae oy an eee 
an expensive one also, but certainly 4 enfoyable issuing out a "new country" on Some band, 
ALL Bae ane answered. Hoping to work you. again, hei aon a different CR ( 


Y 


| With best wishes, ee 


P.S.-- Ik y you, boon KOFI ‘coing, please give me cs cat. 
ppc your calls. LONE ey we | 
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